2019-2020 ANNUAL REPORT

OUR VISION

OUR MEMBERS

Ringette is a popular sport throughout BC, played and enjoyed by people of ALL ages and abilities.

BURNABY NEW WEST RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

SURREY WHITE ROCK RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

CHILLIWACK RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

SHUSWAP RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

COMOX VALLEY RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

TERRACE RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

Ringette BC, along with our members & partners, supports a lifelong positive sport experience
through skills, charter, and leadership development.

COQUITLAM-MOODY RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

VANCOUVER RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

DELTA RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

VICTORIA RINGETTE

FRASER VALLEY RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

WESTSIDE RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

OUR VALUES

GREATER VERNON RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

OUR MISSION

PARTNERSHIP INTEGRITY COMMUNITY FOCUS SPORTSMANSHIP RESPECT

OUR GOAL IS TO HAVE 3,000
ON-ICE PARTICIPANTS BY 2023

HOUSTON RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

ISLAND RINGETTE LEAGUE

KELOWNA RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

LOWER MAINLAND RINGETTE LEAGUE

NORTH WEST VANCOUVER RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

NORTHERN RINGETTE LEAGUE

PORT COQUITLAM RIDGE MEADOWS RINGETTE ASSOCIATION

THOMPSON-OKANAGAN RINGETTE LEAGUE

PRINCE GEORGE RINGETTE ASSOCIATION
QUESNEL RINGETTE ASSOCIATION
RICHMOND RINGETTE

Ringette BC is very grateful for the support and commitment from members of the ringette community
to participate in and engage in Ringette BC Committees and Task Forces over the course of the season.
The continued engagement and dedication from all our members to participate in committees and
workgroups is integral to the success of the organization.

RINGETTE BC
WILL LEAD IN THE
ADVANCEMENT
OF THE SPORT OF
RINGETTE IN BC.
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WE WILL LEAD VIA:
• ATHLETE EXPERIENCE
• INCLUSION
• CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
• SPORT AWARENESS

RINGETTE BC BOARD MEMBERS
Chair, Dennis Callaghan
Director, Kelly Stanoffksy

Director, Lisa Quiring
Director, Lesley Driscoll
Director, Greg Hunter

Director, Tanya Braithwaite
Director, Laura Takasaki
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COVID-19 casts a long shadow and creates a great deal of uncertainty around the upcoming ringette season. This
is regrettable because ringette has been enjoying somewhat of a renaissance in BC and, I feel, is on the brink of
making some major gains in player numbers. Unfortunately, the coming season will shift to a focus of ensuring safe
practices, managing ice, and striving to have enough players at the youngest age groups that we can maintain a
vibrant sport culture in future years.
Ringette in BC enjoyed some obvious successes in 2019-20. Our overall registration numbers continue to improve
with another significant increase. This growth is largely attributable to changes to the player pathway that influence
retention from FUNdamentals through to U19. Clear and concise communications, inclusiveness, and continuous
improvement to processes and programming contribute to this growth. Ringette BC also currently has over 100
athletes participating in our Virtual Excellence Ringette program in the U16 and U19 divisions.
Our staff group is competent, our board is motivated, and we will strive to combat the negative effects of the
pandemic as much as possible. There is not a lot that we can do yet we are doing a lot. We have launched the
virtual excellence program, we have developed return to play protocols, we have created a strong “emergency
response” promotional program that we know will work to aid in bringing kids into the younger age divisions, and
we are keeping ringette families and Associations apprised of all new developments.
Ringette BC’s survey on registration has been distributed and, when ready, the results will be shared to help
Associations forecast their own numbers. Surveys in Alberta and Ontario have indicated most players from U12
to U16 will return regardless of what the season looks like. It is the oldest and the youngest age groups where
there are concerns. Ringette BC is expecting that the numbers at the FUNdamentals level, where over a third of
the participants have attended a “Come Try Ringette” event and their families are new to the sport, could drop
dramatically without local efforts to secure ice times and to recruit new players. Registrations at the adult level,
where games are preferred to practices, will also almost certainly see a precipitous decline. Recruitment, retention,
and continuous improvement to existing programming is therefore where Staff will be devoting their efforts over
the coming season.
The pandemic has had an effect on Ringette BC priorities for the coming season. I believe that Ringette BC compares
very well to its peer organizations in planning for a return to play, in mitigating the financial effects of an immediate
decline in registration, and in mitigating against a long-term drop in registration. Ringette BC has also tried very
hard to communicate consistently with Associations and with the entire membership. I am very confident in our
board and our staff group and know that we will facilitate the best season possible for our members this fall. While
the season ahead will be different the vision is still to get as many athletes as possible playing ringette (though with
an added emphasis on safety).
I look forward to the 2020-21 ringette season. I believe that, despite these unprecedented challenges, we will have
a very worthwhile season with players on the ice having fun, developing skills, and being part of a team. I look
forward to working with all of you to continue to build ringette in BC.
Sincerely,

Dennis Callaghan, BA, MBA, CPA, CMA
Chair, Board of Directors
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A message from Executive Director, Nicole Robb

A YEAR IN REVIEW — 2019/2020 SEAS0N HIGHLIGHTS

The 2019-2020 ringette season feels very long ago now and the successes of the past ringette season have been
overshadowed due to world events that have reshaped the world in many ways and likely in more ways to still
come. The season ended abruptly and with many of our athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers and families left
with feelings that they did not get to properly end their season.

The 2019-2020 Ringette season in BC had a number of amazing moments. This was a very busy ringette season.
There was BC Winter Games, World Ringette Championships, the Gym Ringette Roadshow, the new Competition
Introduction Program for U12, the new Zone U14 program along with all of the annual competitions and events
that Ringette BC families look forward to participating in each season.

It is unfortunate that the cancellation of ringette was how many left the sport in March. Prior to March 19th Ringette
in BC was experiencing some amazing growth, season highlights and world class events. The World Ringette
Championships in November were a season highlight for many people and it was hosted so well by the Host
Committee. The ringette displayed over the course of the week by Team Canada and Team Finland and the other
participating countries was truly the best ringette this province has ever seen. For many players, parents, coaches,
and volunteers the World Ringette Championships demonstrated that ringette truly is the fastest game on ice but
is also the most graceful, thrilling and strategic sport in Canada.

During the 2019-2020 season, Ringette in BC gained 461 new players from Fundamentals to U14, and had 2,521
total players in the province. This is an increase of 4% from last seasons reported player numbers of 2,427. This
season Ringette BC has clearly surpassed the previous peak registration number of approximately 2,300 players
in 2008. This is still just the beginning of building and recruiting and we will continue to strive for our goal of 3,000
on-ice participants by 2023.

The sport awareness of ringette over the past year was a top priority for Ringette BC. Hosting an event such as
the World Ringette Championships helped to bolster the sport in more ways than Ringette BC has seen in recent
history from multiple interviews with CBC to onsite news stories with CityTV and CTV Ringette saw more television
coverage in the lead up to World Ringette Championships than we have in the past 5 years altogether. I would like
to congratulate the Host Committee, the Lower Mainland Ringette League and Sport Tourism Burnaby for hosting
a world-class event. And to all the volunteers thank you very much for your time and dedication to help bring this
event to life.

The World Comes to Burnaby, BC!

The ringette season of 2019-2020 was the first to showcase the U14 Zone division. The division was thrilling to
watch and experience. The coaching demonstrated on all seven teams showed that BC has some amazing coaches
coming up through the sport system. The teams were very competitive and the Provincial Championships showed
that the U14 age-division is a division of growth, development and evolution in players and coaches. All of the
teams evolved greatly over the course of the season and it was amazing to see the final season results. U14 Zone
was a new experience and I look forward to seeing the U16 and U19Zone teams in the season to come.
Children’s Ringette has demonstrated that it is more than a ringette division for children in the under 10 age groups.
It is a recruitment program and a program that strives to provide to the participant the positive experience needed
for the athlete to grow, learn and advance. The volunteers for Children’s Ringette are some of the most important
volunteers in our sport. This is for the majority of our participants and parents their first touch point with ringette
and the leadership of the volunteer coaches and assistants at this level have made Children’s Ringette
into a program that can be compared with some of the strongest entry level programs in sport. Thank you to all
our coaches and Associations for your commitment and dedication to making this program successful. Ringette BC
will continue to improve and evaluate this program to ensure that the program is successful.
This season has been one for the ages and I think everyone can look back at this
past season with pride and will have positive memories to outweigh the ending of
the season. To all our volunteers, players, coaches, officials and Associations thank
you for continuing to support ringette in BC.
Yours in Sport,

Nicole Robb
Executive Director
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November 2019 was the month of ringette in BC. Over the course of a week
BC got to play host and witness to some of the best ringette that has ever
been played in our province. National Teams from Canada, Finland, the
USA, Sweden and the Czech Republic came to Burnaby in November to
compete at the 2019 World Ringette Championships. Ringette Championships.
In addition, the Fraser Valley Ringette Association hosted the largest and most
diverse tournament in the province this year with over 80 teams competing
from across BC and Alberta in the annual Michelle Vandale Memorial Spirit of
Winter Tournament.
One of the highlights of the World Ringette Championships was seeing the
school groups who attended the exhibition games throughout the week. It
was fantastic to have these students come from across the lower mainland to
watch some top notch ringette being played.
One of the highlights during
the event was the awarding of
Jennifer Falloon, Ringette BC’s
Master Coach Developer and
International Ringette Federation
Tournament Coordinator with the
Coaching Association of Canada’s
Community
Coach
Award.
Congratulations Jennifer! (see left)

IN TOTAL:
OVER 9,280 SPECTATORS
CAME TO WATCH OVER
THE COURSE OF THE WEEK

Ringette BC would like to thank
the World Ringette Championships
host committee and the countless
volunteers who worked tirelessly to prepare and deliver an amazing event.
The World Ringette Championships demonstrated that BC knows how to host
a world class event and the event raised the sport profile of ringette over the
course of the month. Congratulations!
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A Letter from Ringette Canada
On behalf of Ringette Canada, I am honoured to provide this letter for Ringette BC’s Annual Report. While
the world and ringette are looking a little different at this time, we would be remiss not to recognize all
of the remarkable and critical achievements that Ringette BC has accomplished over the 2019-2020
season. From reaching its highest registration numbers yet in the province, to its leadership role in
the implementation of important priorities within Ringette Canada’s Competition Review Document,
Ringette BC has demonstrated its forward-thinking approach to ringette programming. Through its
Children’s Ringette Program and its Excellence Program, Ringette BC is seen as a trailblazer throughout
the country.

PARTICIPATION &
ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
FEMALE
ATHLETES

Congratulations to BC and specifically Burnaby for successfully hosting the 2019 World Ringette
Championships. The Host Committee’s dedication to making this a world class event was noticed
on a national and international level. The commitment and drive to make this event an outstanding
experience for all of its participants was evident through the enthusiasm and passion of its volunteers.
All of the above achievements would not happen without strong and committed leaders who have
a deep and unwavering desire to see the sport be the best that it can be for all of its participants.
Congratulations to the Ringette BC Board of Directors, led by its President Dennis Callaghan, in creating
the vision and goals for the organization. While this step is crucial for success, being able to accomplish
and deliver on these are as important. Congratulations to the Ringette BC staff, led by its Executive
Director Nicole Robb, on your hard work and steadfast ability to deliver on this vision. You truly are
leading by example to ensure your province’s continued success and strive for excellence.
To the Ringette BC volunteers and local leaders that work countless hours to deliver quality ringette
programming to all participants, your commitment and dedication does not go unnoticed. Ringette
Canada understands and appreciates that you are the heart of program delivery and your continued
support is vital. Thank you for all that you have done throughout the 2019-2020 ringette season.
Ringette Canada looks forward to ongoing collaboration with Ringette BC, and I have no doubt that
with the current direction we will be seeing leading participant-centered quality programming in the
upcoming years.

Natasha Johnston
Executive Director

2020 BC Winter Games in Fort St. John
Ringette sent over 130 athletes to the 2020 BC Winter Games in Fort St. John along with 21 coaches and 10
officials. The competition this season included 7 Zone teams with representation from 6 of the 8 BC Winter Games
Zones. The Thompson –Okanagan (Zone 2) clinched Gold in an epic final match against the Vancouver Coastal
(Zone 5) team. Both teams had gone undefeated in round robin play. This BCWG saw the highest finish for the
Cariboo North – East team (Zone 8) who came in fourth behind Fraser River (Zone 4) in the Bronze medal final.
Ringette BC looks forward to the 2022 Winter Games in Vernon. Ringette would like to recognize BCWG Alumni and
2020 Coach, Grace Kemp and 2020 athlete Avery Bjorn on their receipt of the Coast Capital Savings Leadership
Bursaries awards at the 2020 Games. Congratulations to both of you!
8
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The 2020 Winter Games coaching staff was made up of a significant number of members from the RIngete BC
Female Coach Mentorship program. From the 2018 class and the 2019 class Mentor Danielle Brassington led Zone
5 to a silver medal and Mentor Michelle MacRae attended as the viaSport Coach mentor. Assistant Coaches Fiona
Briner, Grace Kemp and Amy Duplantis all attended the 2020 Games as members of team coaching staff. Jennifer
Wheeler Head Coach of the Zone 8 BC Winter Games team and member of the 2018 Female Coach Mentorship
program led Zone 8 to its highest finish at the Winter Games in over 10 years. Ringette BC is very hopeful that
these apprentices will move forward with their coaching pathways and will have found the BC Winter Games
experience improved and advanced their coaching knowledge and experience.

Virtual Excellence Ringette Program
COVID-19 created a number of challenges for the launching of the Excellence
Ringette program and forced the cancellation of the U18 Challenge Cup and
in-person screening sessions for Excellence Ringette. Ringette BC adapted to
the circumstances and put the material online and changed the program to
be open to all players in U16 and U19 who are interested in participating. The
virtual Excellence Program includes over 90 athletes from BC and 17 athletes
from Nova Scotia who requested to participate in the program with BC.
The Virtual Excellence Ringette program is a completely new direction for
Ringette BC and for any ringette Provincial Sports Organization in Canada. The
program provides participants with fitness plans, nutrition training, ringette
strategy and tactic sessions and an opportunity to network with athletes from
across BC and new coaches from across BC. The Virtual Excellence Program
will continue to run till March of 2021 and has on-going registration so if
athletes join later they will be able to be on boarded as the season progresses.

YEAR END EVENTS & CHAMPIONSHIPS
The U12 Year End Event hosted by the Greater Vernon Ringette Association in February hosted over 17 teams
from across BC. This was the first time that Ringette BC hosted the U12 Year End Event in a championships style
format that awarded teams first and second place finishes. The U12 Year End Event continues to be a great
opportunity for the U12 teams to experience playing in a competitive tournament that includes overtimes and
cross over games. The officials and coaches are also learning important skills in game management, managing
conflict and competing in competitive environments.
In 2020, Ringette BC hosted Provincial Championships in the communities of Coquitlam, Salmon Arm,
Enderby, and Sicamous. Across the two large scale Provincial Championships over 53 teams were scheduled to
compete. Over 160 coaches, over 900 participants and 30 referees were scheduled to compete and participate at
the three major Provincial Competitions this season.
Prince George Ringette Association was set to Host the 2020 Western Canadian Ringette Championships,
which would see 8 BC teams compete against teams from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. BC was also
preparing for the 2020 Canadian Ringette Championships in Ottawa where 36 athletes on 2 teams would
compete against their provincial counterparts from across Canada.
Ringette BC would like to recognize the teams that did not get the opportunity to finish their season. These teams
all deserved to have a chance to compete and Ringette BC is hopeful they will have that chance in 2021.
Provincial B Championships

New Relationships and Programming
In addition, to the 44 community based events in 2019-2020, Ringette BC,
partnered with Chilliwack Ringette and the Sto’lo First Nations to host a
Come Try Ringette multi-day after school event for youth ages 12 to 15 years
of age. Chilliwack Ringette did an outstanding job bringing together the program and making a program that
adapted to the participants.
Ringette BC is extremely grateful to have been able to support the program through our partnership with Sport BC.
The Come Try program started with 6 participants and grew to over 15 participants by the end of the program. This
was the first program of its kind to be piloted in BC.

The Gym Ringette Roadshow
This season Ringette BC hosted over 15 Gym Ringette
Events through our Summer Outreach initiatives. In
partnership with Sport BC, as part of the World Ringette
Championships in Burnaby, Ringette BC hosted 20
Gym Ringette sessions for elementary schools in the
lower mainland as part of a gym ringette promotional
roadshow to increase awareness of the World Ringette
Championships. This road show introduced ringette and
gym ringette to over 2,900 children. This past year 10
new gym ringette instructors were trained to help support
this initiative.
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U14 AA
LMRL U14 Thunder
Zone 6 U14
U16 A
Greater Vernon Venom
Vancouver
U19 A
Kelowna
Prince George Northern Storm
18+ A
Kelowna
Prince George Rush

Burnaby
Coquitlam - Moody
Fraser Valley
U14 Club Kelowna
Prince George
Shuswap
Vancouver
Greater Vernon
Prince George
U16
Quesnel
Delta
Greater Vernon
U19
Shuswap
Chilliwack
18+ B
Kelowna

Comox Valley
Delta
Greater Vernon
Port Coquitlam Ridge Meadows
Quesnel
Surrey-White Rock
Westside
Kelowna
Port Coquitlam Ridge Meadows
Westside
Kelowna
Prince George
Surrey-White Rock
Port Coquitlam Ridge Meadows 1
Port Coquitlam Ridge Meadows 2

U16AA – Team BC (LMRL AA)
U19AA – Team BC (LMRL AA)
NRL – BC Thunder
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Ringette Returns to The Greater Victoria Area!

Evaluating the Program – Continued Growth

This past season ringette came back to Victoria! A small group of adults came together over the summer of 2019
to create a ringette program in the Greater Victoria area. The program started with five children in September and
concluded in the beginning of March with 15 adults and 12 youth and children. The group held their first Annual
General Meeting at the beginning of March and are seeking to grow even more over the season ahead. It is exciting
to welcome back Victoria Ringette!

Two surveys were sent out this season by Ringette BC to collect parent feedback. Ringette BC conducted a
FUNdamentals mid-season and season end evaluation surveys in order to identify gaps and further improve the
FUNdamentals program and season. The results from both surveys were overwhelmingly positive and allowed for
us to identify gaps within the program and work to fill them. Of the survey response received as part of the year
end evaluation 55% of respondents were participants in their first season of ringette. Over 75% of indicated that
their child did not take skating lessons prior to joining ringette. This could indicate one of the primary “selling”
features of Children’s Ringette to perspective parents is the fact that their child will learn to skate as part of the
program and does not require previous skating experience.

CHILDREN’S RINGETTE
This was the second season of Children’s Ringette in BC. Ringette BC worked actively over the spring and summer
to bring improvements to the program and to work with coaches, volunteers and associations on delivering a
successful program.
During the 2019-2020 season over 829 children under the age of 10 participated in the Children’s Ringette
Program. Over 50 coaches attended the Children’s Ringette coach webinars that were held in September and
October to help coaches understand the specifics to facilitating a successful Children’s Ringette Program.
Ringette BC created additional program resources for coaches, additional educations and training, created parent
and coach handouts to help with education and understanding and created Assessment tools for the U10 aged
athletes to help Associations with placing players at the appropriate skill level.
For FUNdamentals, these resources included; the FUNdamentals Parent Pamphlet – a pamphlet for informing
parents of what to expect from the program while assisting coaches and associations with facilitating a successful
FUNdamentals program that adheres to the guidelines and messaging with the added benefit of acting as a
promotional tool; the FUNdamentals Coaches Webinars multiple webinar sessions to better support coaches and
develop more confident Children’s Ringette coaches and finally; Games with Aims – including fun games and
activities that teach important ringette skills.
For the U10 age division, these resources included the U10 Skill Chart – based on the Ringette Long Term Athlete
Development Skills matrix, and the U10 Assessment Tool to assess where each participants is at, and what they
still need to learn. These U10 program additions have helped to bridge the U10 program with the FUNdamentals
program. The goal is to have consistency between both the FUNdamentals and U10 programs.

The most important question for Ringette BC and our ClubAssociations is would you recommend the Sport of Ringette
to other families and the answer is overwhelmingly “yes”.

A New Recruitment Program
The Children’s Ringette Program has created the opportunity
to more easily onboard new players later into the Ringette
season. Parents who may have chosen a different sport or
activity at the beginning of September and then discover
ringette in late November or December are able to place
their child into a program that is adaptable to meet their
child’s needs and skill level. Many recreation programs
operate in a similar calendar of hosting six, eight, and
ten week programs. If you are a new parent to organized
sport you may not prepared for the initial commitment
that organized sport requires, but FUNdamentals allows for more flexible experience for the parents and for the
participant.
On-going registration is a key success factor to the Children’s Ringette Program. Associations that facilitated
recruitment initiatives such as Come Try Ringette and Bring a Friend events saw their FUNdamentals registration
numbers increase in November and December.
A number of Associations discovered success with
continuous “bring a friend” events throughout the
beginning of the season and at the mid-way point of
November or January as parents are looking for new
options for their child and having friends is a huge
draw for registration.. Players were encouraged by
the Associations to invite friends to their FUNdamental
practice to experience ringette. This allowed
Associations to utilize ice allotments that were already
in the schedule, access knowledgeable on –ice coaches,
and parents are able to engage with current ringette
families. This recruitment strategy is not a common
practice yet in BC; however, it is a key strategy that
Ringette BC will educate our members on for seasons
to come.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

RINGETTE REGISTRATION 4 YEAR TREND

At the 2019 Annual General Meeting Ringette BC received endorsement from the General Membership to seek
out through a Solicitation of Interest Process a new auditor to replace KPMG. Following a solicitation of interest
process Ringette BC selected Hedden Chong LLP to act as the Auditor for the next three years with Ringette BC.

The 2019-2020 registration data indicates a
continued increase in the registration of ringette
in children and youth divisions in BC. This past
season had a 4% increase in the number of
players registered in ringette the province.
The Children’s Ringette Program numbers are
continuing to trend positively and the adaptions to
the model of allowing on-going recruitment and
registration and the ability to place participants
in the group that best suits their skill and ability
will positively contribute to growth of the sport.

Ringette BC’s revenue primarily comes from three sources: player registration fees, the annual Gaming Grant
and the viaSport Annual Contribution Agreement. Player registration fees account for the majority of our revenue
sources. Player registration fees are used to cover costs for insurance, Ringette Canada fees, coaching and
officiating development, and operating costs. The revenue for Programs includes: Coaching Development,
Officiating Development, Competitions, Marketing and Promotions, and Sport and Athlete Development.
As part of the 2019 World Ringette Expenses 2019-2020
Championships Ringette BC supported theExpenses 2019-2020
5%
event by completing the Gaming Grant licenses Expenses 2019-2020
2% 2%
2%
5%
for the Host Committee. The earnings from the
2% 2%
2%
2019 World Ringette Championships Gaming
revenues are reflected in the revenues for 21%
21%
2019-2020 for a total of approximately $7100
in earnings that were return to the WRC Host
Committee.

15%
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Administration
Association Management
Administration
Meetings Management
Association
Meetings
Office

8%

Office
Wages & Benefits

8%

Wages
& Benefits
Coaching
Development
Coaching Development

Competitions

Competitions

Officiating Development

Officiating Development

Marketing and Promotions

Marketing and Promotions

Sport and Athlete Development

Sport and Athlete Development

10%
10%

Registration Fees
Registration Fees
viaSport Grant
45%
45%

Gaming Grant
AGM Registration
Programs
All Other Grants

16%

16%

Ringette BC’s goal over the next five years is
to achieve 3000 on ice participants by 2023.
That is an achievable goal for ringette in BC.
The trend in registration has been increasing
and our registration numbers in the youngest
divisions this season U10 and below are showing
increases and stability.

15%

3%

11%

2500

2000

viaSport Grant

The stability of male participation numbers
requires Ringette BC to make changes to the
competition system and participation model for
male ringette players. As more male participants
discover and join our sport the increase in the
need for change for these participants. Ringette
was created for female athletes at a time when
sport was primarily only available to males.
Ringette needs to preserve the female only nature
of the sport but needs to provide a pathway
for the male athletes who have committed
to participating in our sport. Ringette BC has
committed to providing a male only competition
pathway for male players.

2016

2006

2055

1772
1500

1000

500

244
0

This past fiscal year Ringette BC was able to
secure the Federal Student Work program grant6%
to support the hiring of the Community Sport 6%
Outreach Representative position for a second
year. That position supported the outreach and
29% 29%
recruitment initiatives of Ringette BC and our
member organizations from May to August.
As part of the World Ringette Championships Revenue 2019-2020
Ringette BC was awarded a grant from Sport
BC to support a Gym Ringette Promotional
Revenue 2019-2020
Roadshow to cover instructor costs of
4%
Revenue 2019-2020
hosting gym ringette sessions to spread
4%
21%
awareness about the upcoming World Ringette
Championships. Along with smaller grants to 21%
support coaching and officiating development.
Ringette BC continues to strive to be responsible
3%
in the management of our revenues and
expenses. This past season Ringette BC
provided a refund of all team registration fees
back to the teams for all events that were11%
cancelled as a result of COVID-19. Ringette BC
is confident that our financial management and
resources will allow the organization to adapt
to the economic uncertainty created during
COVID-19.

REGISTRATION COMPARISON 2017 - 2020 Male Athletes

249

247

297
12%

14%

12%

All Youth Athletes

Male Youth Athletes

Percentage

2017

2006

244

12%

2018

1772

247

14%

2019

2016

249

12%

2020

2055

297

14%

14%

ATHLETE REGISTRATION 2017-2019

2020

2019

2018

Gaming Grant
AGM Registration
Programs
All Other Grants
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YOUTH FEMALES

2000
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2500
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STRATEGIC PRIORITY — INCLUSION

STRATEGIC PRIORITY — ATHLETE EXPERIENCE

FOSTER A CULTURE OF A SAFE AND INCLUSIVE SPORT ENVIRONMENT

PLAYER PATHWAYS THAT ARE ATHLETE CENTRIC IN THEIR DESIGN

Fostering a culture of a safe and inclusive
sport environment was a priority over the
course of the 2019-2020 ringette season.
Ringette BC released our Inclusion Policy
in advance of the start of the 2019-2020
Ringette Season. This policy is to ensure that
all members and participants regardless of
their gender identity and gender expression
are able to participate in a safe and respectful
sport environment.

THESE ARE OUR INCLUSION TACTICS:
• Create an inclusion policy
• Have all member Club-Associations and Leagues of
Ringette BC pledge to the True Sport Principles and
actively promote True Sport
• Create a Provincial Code of Conduct for all members,
coaches, officials, and athletes, and spectators, etc.
• Standardize Coach and Volunteer Applications

In addition to the Inclusion Policy Ringette
• Create a Safe Sport Task Force
BC strengthened our coach and volunteer
screening policy and process by creating
• Train Athletes, Coaches, Volunteers and officials on
standardized coach and volunteer application
incident reporting
processes. All coaches are asked a minimum
• Work with Special Olympics, Canucks Autism Network
set of interview questions, a standard
and other inclusive sport organizations to offer
application form has been created for
opportunities to athletes with a disability
coaches and volunteers that adheres to best
practices from the Coaching Association of
Canada and Center for Child Protection. Ringette BC implemented a screening disclosure form for volunteers and
coaches to complete as part of the screening process along with a standard reference check form.
The new resources for screening coaches and volunteers are transferable to other positions such as administrators,
instructors, and officials. Ringette BC is committed to providing our Associations with the tools they need to keep
athletes safe in ringette. All Coaches are required to complete Making Ethical Decisions and are encouraged to
complete Respect in Sport or equivalent courses as part of their training and development.
The changes in our society and the rise of the prevalence of social media contributed to Ringette BC’s need
to update our Codes of Conduct for all members. Ringette BC strives to provide our participants with the tools
needed to keep our participants safe and educated on the best practices for Safe Sport.
Ringette BC recognizes that safe and inclusive sport is important; however, fostering a culture that embraces safe
sport practices, is inclusive and makes all participants, volunteers and individuals feel welcomed and supported
is just as important and will require resources, policy changes and review of
current practices.
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THESE ARE OUR ATHLETE EXPERIENCE TACTICS:
• Create a competition framework that supports the
player pathways
• Develop a Provincial U12 Train to Train program
• Create a U14 Train to Compete Program

The 2019 – 2020 Ringette season was
the inaugural season of the U14 Zone
division and the implementation of Club
ringette at U14 and U12. In addition,
this was the second full season of the
Children’s Ringette program and the
adaptions for player movement.

This was the start of a new experience
for the athletes, parents and coaches.
The adaptions saw the formation of
seven U14 Zone teams across the province, 20 U14 Club teams, and 30 U12 Club Teams. The competition
over the course of the season evolved between the teams and in U14 Zone culminated in a highly competitive
Provincial Championships. The U14 Zone teams demonstrated over the course of a season the consistent team
model and smaller rosters positively influenced development of athletes and coaches.
The coaching pathway for Zone U14 will be an optimal training ground for the next
generation of coaches.
• Integrate male players into the new Competition structure

The U12 Competition Introduction program was administered throughout the
province and a six team tournament was hosted at the Tim Horton’s Pacific Ring
in February. The competition between the six U12 Competition Introduction teams
was extremely tight and the tournament was a positive ending for the program
participants and coaches.
In January of 2020 Ringette BC released the Excellence Ringette Program
Guidelines and over the course of January and February provided information to
Associations, parents and players about the new program and the adaptions
it would bring to the landscape of high performance Ringette in BC. The
Excellence Ringette Program had a small delay as a result of the impacts
of COVID-19 but the evolution to the Virtual Excellence program is a
welcome alternative that will provide a wider pool of athletes with the
chance to participate in Excellence as Ringette BC strives to create
better athletes to build better players.
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STRATEGIC PRIORITY — CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

STRATEGIC PRIORITY — SPORT AWARENESS

COACHING AND OFFICIATING DEVELOPMENT

INCREASE SPORT AWARENESS

Our Coaches

Come Try Ringette programming is the national recruitment program for Ringette in Canada. The program has
been operating for over 15 years now and it still the number one program for recruiting players to Ringette. This
past season Ringette BC gained 461 new players from Fundamentals to U14 across of the province. Ringette
knows that it is the fastest game on ice. Ringette knows that it is a Canadian heritage sport. Ringette knows that
it gives athletes of all backgrounds, skills, abilities and experience an opportunity to participate in a sport that
is unique and fun. However, the majority of people do not know this about ringette. Ringette BC recognizes that
one of the challenges faced by our sport is the lack of awareness that individuals in the public sphere have of
our sport. The majority of people have not heard of it and if they have they do often have great misconceptions.

There were 11 coaching clinics this season along with 2 FUNdamentals Coach Webinars. Ringette BC trained over
282 coaches in ringette at the Community and Competitive levels.
The Female Coach Mentorship program had 18 female leaders participate. From the 2018 Mentorship group all
of our mentees returned in 2019 to coach ringette teams. Many of these women held a Head Coach position. At
the 2020 BC Winter Games, 4 Zone teams had coaches who participated in the 2019 Female Coach Mentorship
Program and one who was in the 2019 Mentorship Program. Ringette BC is eager to host the program again in
2020 with a renewed focus on leadership development and goalie coach development.

This past season Ringette BC certified 14 female coaches at the Competition Introduction (CI) level, approximately
54% of the total evaluations completed this season. Total Ringette BC completed 26 Competition Introduction
Evaluations including 2 in Terrace, 1 in Houston and 5 in Prince George. In 2019-2020, Ringette BC had 450 active
coaches in the province and 58% of them were women.
Coaches are one of the most integral members to the success of a team and sport. Tt is important to ensure that
our coaches continue to be valued and supported.
Thank you to all those individuals who volunteered their time this past season to coach teams.

There were 44 Come Try Ringette Events hosted over the course of the 2019-2020 season. Events were held
in over 20 Communities across BC. Over 650 participants attended these events over the course of the 20192020 season. The average attendance rate at a Come Try Ringette for the 2019-2020 Ringette season was 20
participants with over 65% of attendees being young girls. The average ages of a participants at a Come Try
Ringette Event was between 6 and 8 years of age. Of the 461 new players that Ringette BC gained this past
season 263 of them identified that they heard about ringette from attending a Come Try Ringette Event. Based on
registration data from the 2019-2020 season Ringette BC and our Club Associations have a conversion rate of
approximately 57%. Understanding our conversion rate for Come Try Ringette is imperative for future recruitment
and registration. Also, Ringette BC can be proactive in improving our conversation rate.
In 2019-2020, over 7,000 children and adults in BC had the opportunity to participate in Gym Ringette. The Gym
Ringette roadshow hosted from October to November was a great success and provided a unique opportunity
to expose children from many different backgrounds to experience ringette. Gym ringette continues to be a
successful program to introduce and engage with children and adults.

Social Media Statistics
Ringette BC strives to continue engaging athletes, parents, officials, volunteers, coaches and everyone in between
on our social media platforms of Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. The social media engagement is a key piece
in communicating effectively with our followers as well as ensuring we are keeping brand and sport awareness
to the general public.

Our Officials
Ringette BC was able to host training to educate
over 150 referees in BC, including 33 NEW referees.
This season Ringette BC hosted 13 officials’
clinics in over 8 communities and piloted the first
electronic training clinic via webinar. BC currently
has 150 active officials in the province and
72% of BC’s referees are female.Our Officiating
Evaluators completed over 75 evaluations this
season with officials at all levels of development.
The officiating development committee completed
a draft of a NEW Officials Development training
program that will seek to retain and develop more
officials in BC.
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STATISTICS
NUM. OF FOLLOWERS

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

HIGHEST ONLINE AUDIENCE
GENDER DISTRIBUTION

917
POSTS REGARDING VIRTUAL
EXCELLENCE AND MAY
MADNESS
6 - 9 PM
82% F 18% M

895
POSTS THAT HAD PHOTOS
OF TEAMS OR ATHLETES
THAT WERE UNEDITED
5 & 9 PM
82% F 16% M

AUDIENCE LOCATION

KELOWNA, SURREY, VANCOUVER

ABBOTSFORD, DELTA,
KELOWNA, PRINCE GEORGE,
SURREY, VANCOUVER, VERNON

MOST POPULAR POSTS

TWITTER
980
POSTS THAT INCLUDED
LINKS
-
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OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE VOLUNTEER MEMBERS
ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

OFFICIATING DEVELOPMENT

CHAIR: SAMANTHA MORRISON - LMRL
KIM BAILEY - TORL
DINAH QUALIZZA - NORTH
DANIELLE BRASSINGTON - LMRL
SAVANNAH MERK - LMRL

PROVINCIAL REF-IN-CHIEF: PETE SMIT
MELODY HARDER - MASTER INSTRUCTOR
KEITH SULLIVAN - NORTH
AARON THOMPSON - TORL
PAIGE THORBURN - LMRL

APPENDIX I - REGISTRATION - TOTAL PLAYER REGISTRATION

CHANGE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
CHAIR: TANYA BRAITHWAITE
BRENDA ATKINSON - NORTH
LEIGH ROBINSON - TORL
MICHELLE MACRAE - COACH DEVELOPMENT
DANIELLE BRASSINGTON - ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT
ROD NEEDHAM - LMRL
VICTORIA GUNNING - LMRL

APPENDIX II - TOTAL PLAYER REGISTRATION BY ASSOCIATION

Thank you to all the volunteers who participated on committees, task forces and with each of our
Club Associations and Leagues. You give countless hours to our sport every year to deliver a positive
experience for children and youth across BC who love this sport.
Thank you for everything you!
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THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDING SPORT PARTNERS

ARC Printing

ViaSport

The Government of Canada

Badge Makers of Kelowna

Province of British Columbia

Canadian Sport Institute

Designs by TG

Sport BC

Ringette Canada

Polar Promotions

BC Games Society

Skyline Athletics
Sun Peaks Grand Hotel & Conference Center
Toursim Burnaby & Sport Burnaby

www.ringettebc.ca
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