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1.13 MISCONDUCTS, MATCH PENALTIES & SUSPENSIONS 

A. GENERAL: 

i. All misconduct, match penalties and any other noteworthy incidents must be explained on 
a Ringette BC officials report or the league copy of the game sheet; by the referee, in 
writing, within 24 hours following the game. 

ii. A copy of the incident report is to be submitted to the Ringette BC and league within 24 
hours by the referee. 

iii. Referees are to enforce the Ringette Canada rules and any additional rules as laid down by 
the Ringette BC or the league. 

iv. The grievance committee has the right to assess further penalties and/or suspensions 
based on individual cases after a hearing. 

v. All match penalties will automatically be reviewed by the Ringette BC. 

B. GAME DEFINITION: 

Regularly scheduled games shall be defined as any game during Ringette BC sanctioned play, 
Interprovincial play and organized league play. Exhibition games are NOT considered regularly 
scheduled games and do not meet the definition of counter gamesP0F

1
P.  

C. SUSPENSION GUIDELINES: 

i. Games are in addition to the automatic one game suspension stated in section 19.3.e of 
the Official Rules. These suspension lengths are the minimum suspensions and are NOT 
open to appeal. 

 

ACTION SUSPENSIONS 
(# OF GAMES) 

Hair Pulling 3 

Face Masking 3 

Head Butting 3 

Hitting from Behind 4 

Spearing 4 

Butt Ending 4 

Stick Swinging 4 

Kicking 4 

Deliberate Attempt to Injure 4 

                                                                    
1  “Counter Games” are games scheduled by a League or a tournament. To be considered a “counter game” the game in question must be scheduled by a League 
administrator, posted and counted towards a league game calendar. Tournament games can be considered counter games as the games are posted and 
scheduled by an administrative body. Exhibition games organized outside of the league calendar are not classified as counter games. 
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ACTION SUSPENSIONS 
(# OF GAMES) 

Fighting:  

Instigating 4 

Participating 2 

Abuse of an Official:  

Excessive Verbal 2 

Physical:  

Minimal (e.g. touch/brush) 3 

Moderate (e.g. push) 5 

Excessive (e.g. punch/attempt to push causing fall) 7 

Note: The length of the suspensions is either the minimum number of games or the 
equivalent time in weeks, whichever is less. During the period of suspension, the affected 
player would not be allowed to practice or play with the team. Suspension lengths may be 
more severe should the player/bench staff in question be a repeat offender. 

ii. Suspended players/team staff members are NOT permitted on or near the bench or in the 
dressing room before or after the game during any regularly scheduled games. 

iii. Suspended players/team staff members are not permitted to coach any team until their 
suspension has been fully served. 

Note: Games missed as a coach on another team are not included in the suspension 
numbers. 

iv. Suspended players/team staff members are not permitted to officiate any games until 
their suspension has been fully served. 

v. It shall be the responsibility of the Home Association of the suspended individuals to 
ensure that ALL game suspensions are served. 

vi. Persons participating in regularly scheduled games while under suspension shall be 
subject to penalties. 

vii. Suspension shall carry across seasons (within Ringette BC) and across governing 
bodies (Provincial Sports Organization and Ringette Canada), Provincials/Nationals, 
etc. 

viii. Leagues are encouraged to follow the suspension guidelines outlined above to maintain 
consistency throughout the province. 

ix. Any match penalty received outside the province is subject to further inquiry and/or 
suspension by Ringette BC, in addition to the suspension given by the governing body in 
charge where the offence took place. 


